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across a large valley, 300 cubits thick and 120 feet high. It must have held back a lake of many acres, and Sale gives the depth of the water at nearly twenty fathoms.
It provided the ancient city of Saba or Sheba with water, and irrigated the country for many miles down the valley on either hand, maintaining a high state of cultivation, much belauded, and perhaps exaggerated, by early Arabian writers.
It probably burst owing to some extraordinarily heavy storm, which caused a rapid and overwhelming increase of pressure along the face of the dam. The structure itself had perhaps been neglected by local experts, for it is one thing to build a great work, and quite another to look after it for many centuries.
The memory of that great disaster, which destroyed a city and laid waste a province, may have tended to discourage similar undertakings, for no barrage scheme of any magnitude has been attempted since then in Yamen.
Yet the terrain lends itself to such an enterprise in many districts, and the remains of the great dam still exist to remind men of what has been done, and what could be done again.
The climate of Yamen varies widely according to district and altitude. On the coast the air is extremely damp, and though the sea breezes lower the thermometer, the excessive humidity makes the heat all the more trying to humanity. Heavy winds are prevalent from the sea, north-west in summer and south-west in winter; both are uncomfortably damp ; winds from the desert usually bring sandstorms.
On the inland edge of the Tihama, the nights are comparatively cool in the_open desert, and though the